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Name(s) of Petitioner(s): Sharon
Somers.

Type of Determination: Closing.
Date of Filing of Appeal Papers:

October 15, 1996.
Categories of Issues Apparently

Raised:
1. Effect on postal services [39 U.S.C.

404(b)(2)(C)].
2. Effect on the community [39 U.S.C.

404(b)(2)(A)].
After the Postal Service files the

administrative record and the
Commission reviews it, the Commission
may find that there are more legal issues
than those set forth above. Or, the
Commission may find that the Postal
Service’s determination disposes of one
or more of those issues.

The Postal Reorganization Act
requires that the Commission issue its
decision within 120 days from the date
this appeal was filed (39 U.S.C.
404(b)(5)). In the interest of expedition,
in light of the 120-day decision
schedule, the Commission may request
the Postal Service to submit memoranda
of law on any appropriate issue. If
requested, such memoranda will be due
20 days from the issuance of the request
and the Postal Service shall serve a copy
of its memoranda on the petitioners.
The Postal Service may incorporate by
reference in its briefs or motions, any
arguments presented in memoranda it
previously filed in this docket. If
necessary, the Commission also may ask
petitioners or the Postal Service for
more information.

The Commission Orders

(a) The Postal Service shall file the
record in this appeal by October 30,
1996.

(b) The Secretary of the Postal Rate
Commission shall publish this Notice
and Order and Procedural Schedule in
the Federal Register.

By the Commission.
Margaret P. Crenshaw,
Secretary.

Appendix
October 15, 1996

Filing of Appeal letter
October 18, 1996

Commission Notice and Order of Filing of
Appeal

November 8, 1996
Last day of filing of petitions to intervene

[see 39 C.F.R. 3001.111(b)]
November 19, 1996

Petitioner’s Participant Statement or Initial
Brief [see 39 C.F.R. 3001.115(a) and (b)]

December 9, 1996
Postal Service’s Answering Brief [see 39

C.F.R. 3001.115(c)]
December 24, 1996

Petitioner’s Reply Brief should Petitioner
choose to file one [see 39 C.F.R.
3001.115(d)]

December 31, 1996
Deadline for motions by any party

requesting oral argument. The
Commission will schedule oral argument
only when it is a necessary addition to
the written filings [see 39 C.F.R.
3001.116]

February 12, 1997
Expiration of the Commission’s 120-day

decisional schedule [see 39 U.S.C.
404(b)(5)]

[FR Doc. 96–27250 Filed 10–23–96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7710–FW–P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Investment Company Act Release No.
22287; 811–5521]

Home Network Unit Investment Trust;
Notice of Application

October 17, 1996.
AGENCY: Securities and Exchange
Commission (‘‘SEC’’).
ACTION: Notice of application for
deregistration under the Investment
Company Act of 1940 (the ‘‘Act’’).

APPLICANT: Home Network Unit
Investment Trust.
RELEVANT ACT SECTION: Section 8(f).
SUMMARY OF APPLICATION: Applicant
requests an order declaring that it has
ceased to be an investment company.
FILING DATE: The application was filed
on October 9, 1996.
HEARING OR NOTIFICATION OF HEARING: An
order granting the application will be
issued unless the SEC orders a hearing.
Interested persons may request a
hearing by writing to the SEC’s
Secretary and serving applicant with a
copy of the request, personally or by
mail. Hearing requests should be
received by the SEC by 5:30 p.m. on
November 12, 1996, and should be
accompanied by proof of service on the
applicant, in the form of an affidavit or,
for lawyers, a certificate of service.
Hearing requests should state the nature
of the writer’s interest, the reason for the
request, and the issues contested.
Persons may request notification of a
hearing by writing to the SEC’s
Secretary.
ADDRESSES: Secretary, SEC, 450 Fifth
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20549.
Applicants, 2501 118th Avenue, North,
St. Petersburg, Florida 33716.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Diane L. Titus, Paralegal Specialist, at
(202) 942–0584, or Mary Kay Frech,
Branch Chief, at (202) 942–0564

(Division of Investment Management,
Office of Investment Company
Regulation).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
following is a summary of the
application. The complete application
may be obtained for a fee from the SEC’s
Public Reference Branch.

Applicant’s Representations

1. Applicant is a unit investment trust
registered under the Act. On March 25,
1988, applicant filed a notification of
registration on Form N–8A pursuant to
section 8(a) of the Act and a registration
statement on Form N–8B–2 pursuant to
section 8(b) of the Act. On the same
date, applicant filed a registration
statement on Form S–6 under the
Securities Act of 1933 to register its
shares.

2. Applicant’s registration statement
was withdrawn on June 27, 1989, before
it was declared effective. Applicant has
never made a public offering of its
securities.

3. Applicant has no securityholders,
debts, liabilities, or assets. Applicant is
not a party to any litigation or
administrative proceeding. Applicant is
not now engaged, nor does it propose to
engage, in any business activities other
than those necessary for the winding up
of its affairs.

For the SEC, by the Division of Investment
Management, under delegated authority.
Margaret H. McFarland,
Deputy Secretary.
[FR Doc. 96–27302 Filed 10–23–96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8010–01–M

[Release No. 34–37839; File No. SR–Amex–
96–35]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; Notice
of Filing of Proposed Rule Change by
American Stock Exchange, Inc.
Relating to the Trading of Options on
The Tobacco Index SM

October 17, 1996.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934, 15
U.S.C. 78s(b)(1), notice is hereby given
that on October 1, 1996, the American
Stock Exchange, Inc. (‘‘Amex’’ or
‘‘Exchange’’) filed with the Securities
and Exchange Commission (‘‘SEC’’ or
‘‘Commission’’) the proposed rule
change as described in Items I, II, and
III below, which Items have been
prepared by the Amex. The Commission
is publishing this notice to solicit
comments on the proposed rule change
from interested persons.



55177Federal Register / Vol. 61, No. 207 / Thursday, October 24, 1996 / Notices

1 In the case of ADRs, this represents market
capitalization as measured by total world-wide
shares outstanding.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Amex proposes to trade options
on The Tobacco Index SM (‘‘Index’’), a
new index developed by the Amex
composed of tobacco company stocks
(or American Depositary Receipts
(‘‘ADRs’’) thereon) which are traded on
the Amex and the New York Stock
Exchange (‘‘NYSE’’). In addition, the
Amex proposes to amend Rule 901C,
Commentary .01, to reflect that 90% of
the Index’s numerical value will be
accounted for by stocks that meet the
current criteria and guidelines set forth
in Rule 915.

The text of the proposed rule change
is available at the Office of the
Secretary, Amex and at the Commission.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
Amex included statements concerning
the purpose of and basis for the
proposed rule change and discussed any
comments it received on the proposed
rule change. The text of these statements
may be examined at the places specified
in Item IV below. The Amex has
prepared summaries, set forth in
sections A, B, and C below, of the most
significant aspects of such statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and the
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose
The Exchange is proposing to trade

standardized options on the Index, an
equal-dollar weighted index developed
by the Amex, representing a portfolio of
large, actively traded tobacco company
stocks.

a. Eligibility Standards for Index
Components. The Index conforms with
Exchange Rule 901C, which specifies
criteria for inclusion of stocks in an
index on which standardized options
will be traded. In addition, the Index
conforms to most of the criteria set forth
in Rule 901C, Commentary .02 (which
provides for the commencement of
trading of options on an index thirty
days after the date of filing) except that
there are only nine component
securities, and that four (or 44%) of the
components have a minimum monthly
volume during the preceding six months
of less than 1,000,000 shares, with one
component having traded less than
500,000 shares in at least one of the last
six months. All of the component
securities meet the following eligibility

standards: (1) All component securities
are traded on the Amex or NYSE; (2)
component stocks comprising the top 90
percent of the Index by weight have a
market capitalization 1 of at least $75
million, and those component stocks
constituting the bottom 10 percent of
the Index by weight have a market
capitalization of at least $50 million; (3)
foreign country securities or ADRs
thereon that are not subject to
comprehensive surveillance agreements
do not in the aggregate represent more
than 20% of the weight of the Index;
and (4) at least 90% of the Index’s
numerical value and at least 80% of the
total number of component securities is
accounted for by stocks that meet the
current criteria and guidelines set forth
in Rule 915.

b. Index Calculation. The Index is
calculated using an ‘‘equal-dollar
weighting’’ methodology. The following
is a description of how equal-dollar
weighting calculation method works. As
of the market close on August 16, 1996,
a portfolio of tobacco company stocks
was established representing an
investment of approximately $100,000
in the stock (rounded to the nearest
whole share) of each of the companies
in the Index. The value of the Index
equals the current market value (i.e.,
based on U.S. primary market prices) of
the sum of the assigned number of
shares of each of the stocks in the Index
portfolio divided by the Index divisor.
The Index divisor was initially
determined to yield the benchmark
value of 250.00 at the close of trading
on August 16, 1996. Quarterly
thereafter, following the close of trading
on the third Friday of February, May,
August and November, the Index
portfolio will be adjusted by changing
the number of whole shares of each
component stock so that each company
is again represented in ‘‘equal’’ dollar
amounts. If necessary, a divisor
adjustment is made at the rebalancing to
ensure continuity of the Index’s value.
The newly adjusted portfolio becomes
the basis for the Index’s value on the
first trading day following the quarterly
adjustment.

As noted above, the number of shares
of each component stock in the Index
portfolio remain fixed between quarterly
review except in the event of certain
types of corporate actions such as the
payment of a dividend other than an
ordinary cash dividend, stock
distribution, stock split, reverse stock
split, rights offering, distribution,
reorganization, recapitalization, or

similar event with respect to the
component stocks. In a merger or
consolidation of an issuer of a
component stock, if the stock remains in
the Index, the number of shares of that
security in the portfolio may be
adjusted, to the nearest whole share, to
maintain the component’s relative
weight in the Index at the level
immediately prior to the corporate
action. In the event of a stock addition
or replacement, the average dollar value
of the remaining components will be
calculated and that amount invested in
the stock of the new component to the
nearest whole share. In all cases, the
divisor will be adjusted, if necessary, to
ensure Index continuity.

Similar to other stock index values
published by the Exchange, the value of
the Index will be calculated
continuously and disseminated every 15
seconds over the Consolidated Tape
Association’s Network B.

c. Maintenance of the Index. The
Exchange will maintain the Index so
that upon quarterly rebalancing (1) the
total number of component securities
will not increase or decrease by more
than 331⁄3% from the number of
components in the Index at the time of
its initial listing and in no event will the
Index have less than nine components;
(2) component stocks constituting the
top 90% of the Index by weight will
have a minimum market capitalization
of $75 million and the component
stocks constituting the bottom 10% of
the Index by weight will have a
minimum market capitalization of $50
million; (3) at least 90% of the Index’s
numerical index value and at least 80%
of the total number of component
securities individually will meet the
then current criteria for standardized
option trading set forth in Exchange
Rule 915; (4) stocks constituting 85% of
the Index have a monthly trading
volume of at least 500,000 shares for
each of the last six months and those
stocks constituting 15% of the Index
have a monthly trading volume of at
least 250,000 shares for each of the last
six months; and (5) no single
component will represent more than
25% of the weight of the Index and the
five highest weighted components will
represent no more than 60% of the
Index at each quarterly rebalancing.

The Exchange shall not open for
trading any additional option series
should the Index fail to satisfy any of
the maintenance criteria set forth above
unless such failure is determined by the
Exchange not to be significant and the
Commission concurs in that
determination or unless the continued
listing of options on the Index has been
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1 15 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1) (1988).
2 Letters from Anthony H. Davidson, Associate

Counsel, NSCC, to Christine Sibille, Special
Counsel, Division of Market Regulation,
Commission (September 6, 1996 and September 27,
1996).

approved by the Commission pursuant
to Section 19(b)(2) of the Act.

d. Expiration and Settlement. The
proposed options on the Index will be
European style (i.e., exercises permitted
at expiration only), and cash settled.
Standard option trading hours (9:30 a.m.
to 4:10 p.m. New York time) will apply.
The options on The Index will expire on
the Saturday following the third Friday
of the expiration month (‘‘Expiration
Friday’’). The last trading day in an
expiring option series will normally be
the second to last business day
preceding the Saturday following the
third Friday of the expiration month
(normally a Thursday). Trading in
expiring options will cease at the close
of trading on the last trading day.

The Exchange plans to list options
series with expirations in the three near-
term calendar months and in the two
additional calendar months in the
February cycle. In addition, longer term
option series having up to thirty-six
months to expiration may be traded. In
lieu of such long-term options on a full
value Index level, the Exchange may
instead list long-term, reduced value put
and call options based on one-tenth (1/
10th) the Index’s full value. In either
event, the interval between expiration
months for either a full value or reduced
value long-term option will not be less
than six months. The trading of any long
term options would be subject to the
same rules which govern the trading of
all the Exchange’s index options,
including sales practice rules, margin
requirements and floor trading
procedures and all options will have
European style exercise. Position limits
on reduced value long term Index
options will be equivalent to the
position limits for regular (full value)
Index options and would be aggregated
with such options (for example, if the
position limit for the full value options
is 9,000 contracts on the same side of
the market, then the position limit for
the reduced value options will be
90,000 contracts on the same side of the
market).

The exercise settlement value for all
of the Index’s expiring options will be
calculated based upon the primary
exchange regular way opening sale
prices for the component stocks. In the
case of securities traded through the
NASDAQ system, the first reported
regular way sale price will be used. If
any component stock does not open for
trading on its primary market on the last
trading day before expiration, then the
prior day’s last sale price will be used
in the calculation.

e. Exchange Rules Applicable to Stock
Index Options. Amex Rules 900C
through 980C will apply to the trading

of option contracts based on the Index.
These Rules cover issues such as
surveillance, exercise prices, and
position limits. Surveillance procedures
currently used to monitor trading in
each of the Exchange’s other index
options will also be used to monitor
trading in options on the Index. The
Index is deemed to be a Stock Index
Option under Rule 901C(a) and a Stock
Index Industry Group under Rule
900C(b)(1). With respect to Rule
903C(b), the Exchange proposes to list
near-the-money option series on the
Index at 21⁄2 point strike (exercise) price
intervals when the value of the Index is
below 200 points. In addition, the
Exchange expects that the review
required by Rule 904C(c) will result in
a position limit of 9,000 contracts with
respect to options on this Index.

2. Basis
The proposed rule change is

consistent with Section 6(b) of the Act
in general and furthers the objectives of
Section 6(b)(5) in particular in that it is
designed to prevent fraudulent and
manipulative acts and practices, to
promote just and equitable principles of
trade, and is not designed to permit
unfair discrimination between
customers, issuers, brokers or dealers.

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

The Amex does not believe the
proposed rule change will impose any
burden on competition.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants or Others

No written comments were solicited
or received with respect to the proposed
rule change.

III. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

Within 35 days of the date of
publication of this notice in the Federal
Register or within such longer period (i)
as the Commission may designate up to
90 days of such date if it finds such
longer period to be appropriate and
publishes its reasons for so finding or
(ii) as to which the Amex consents, the
Commission will:

(A) By order approve such proposed
rule change, or

(B) Institute proceedings to determine
whether the proposed rule change
should be disapproved.

IV. Solicitation of Comments
Interested persons are invited to

submit written data, views and

arguments concerning the foregoing.
Persons making written submissions
should file six copies thereof with the
Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 450 Fifth Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20549. Copies of the
submission, all subsequent
amendments, all written statements
with respect to the proposed rule
change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than
those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for inspection and copying in
the Commission’s Public Reference
Section, 450 Fifth Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20549. Copies of such
filing will also be available for
inspection and copying at the principal
office of the Amex. All submissions
should refer to the File No. SR–Amex–
96–35 and should be submitted by
November 14, 1996.

For the Commission by the Division of
Market Regulation, pursuant to delegated
authority.
Margaret H. McFarland,
Deputy Secretary.
[FR Doc. 96–27301 Filed 10–23–96; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8010–01–M

[Release No. 34–37841; File No. SR–NSCC–
96–16]

Self-Regulatory Organizations;
National Securities Clearing
Corporation; Notice of Filing of
Proposed Rule Change Relating to the
Fund/Serv Service

October 18, 1996.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (the
‘‘Act’’),1 notice is hereby given that on
August 15, 1996, the National Securities
Clearing Corporation (‘‘NSCC’’) filed
with the Securities and Exchange
Commission (‘‘Commission’’) the
proposed rule change as described in
Items I, II, and III below, which items
have been prepared primarily by NSCC.
On September 10, 1996, and on
September 30, 1996, NSCC filed
amendments to the proposed rule
change.2 The Commission is publishing
this notice to solicit comments on the
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